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Give heroes of Air America their due | Sept. 4, Bill Maxwell column

Retirement pay justly deserved

Bill Maxwell's opinion piece was right on. Thank you for publishing this extremely well reasoned and accurate
commentary.

I agree that in these difficult economic times, funding for federal retirement benefits for Air America employees must
be economically justified, above and beyond the obvious justification of the extraordinary human courage and
sacrifices that were the hallmark of Air America's 25 years of service to our nation.

Some $23 million was returned to the U.S. Treasury following the company's dissolution in the mid 1970s. In today's
dollars, that is more than sufficient not only to cover all employee-employer contributions in the Civil Service
retirement fund, but also to cover benefits that would be received if retirement legislation were passed by Congress.

Most, if not all, employees would gladly have contributed to the retirement fund if they had been allowed to do so
during the period of Air America's operation, but they were prevented from doing so because of the company's covert
nature.

Gary B. Bisson, former assistant general counsel, Air America Inc., Winchester, Va.

9/11 anniversary

What was lost in rights

As we pause to honor the memory of those lost in the tragic attacks of 9/11, consider an altogether different tribute -
taking a moment to consider the civil rights lost as a result of the Patriot Act.

This year President Barack Obama signed a four-year extension of the Patriot Act. The act dramatically reduced
restrictions on law enforcement's ability to search telephone, e-mail communications, medical, financial and other
records; eased restrictions on foreign intelligence gathering within the United States; expanded government authority
to regulate financial transactions; and expanded the definition of terrorism.

The act even authorized eavesdropping on confidential communications between lawyers and their clients in federal
custody. In the name of the war on terrorism, Americans permanently lost countless due process protections.

Charles R. Gallagher III, St. Petersburg

Stay ever vigilant
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