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Looking Back: The 2025 Reunion in 
Minneapolis 
If you missed the 2025 reunion in Minneapolis, you 
missed a truly memorable week. It was a time of re-
connecting with old friends, building new friend-
ships, and reflecting on the lasting impact of the 
work carried out in Laos during the war. That history 
is now written across the faces of 
the children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren of the Hmong 
who made America their home af-
ter those difficult years. 
 
This year marked a milestone: the 
50th anniversary of the Hmong 
diaspora. The commemoration 
was filled with heartfelt speeches, 
music, dancing, and shared meals 
that brought people together in cel-
ebration and remembrance. Air 
America was recognized at every 
event, a reminder of the vital role it 
played during that time. 
 
One highlight came from those 
who spoke at a local school, the 
Community School of Excellence in St. Paul, MN. 
They returned with moving stories of how the 
younger students greeted them with American flags 
and warm smiles. Older students engaged with 
thoughtful questions about Laos, eager to understand 
its history. The schoolôs halls were lined with power-
ful artworkðscenes of the Hmong journey and the 
Secret War, depictions of Long Cheng, the refugee 
camps in Thailand, the May 1975 evacuation, SGU 
(Special Guerrilla Unit), General Vang Pao, and Jer-
ry Daniels. 
 
Special thanks go to Kay Merkel Borff, Gene 

Hamner, Danny Williams, Ben Densley, Burt 
Brigidia, Phillpe Ritter, Yee Xiong, Kazoua 
Kong-Thao and Bob Noble for their time, efforts, 
and contributions to the program at the school. Al-
so, thanks to Noah Vang for his help and support in 
coordinating the weekôs events. 
The rest of the week was a mix of joy, laughter, and 

reflection. There were countless sto-
ries shared: memories of those we 
lost this past year, recollections of 
friends who have been gone for 
many years, and tales of the chil-
dren, grandchildren, and even great-
grandchildren who continue to bring 
joy into our lives. 
 
As the week came to a close, one 
thing was certainðthe reunion was 
not just about remembering the past, 
but also about cherishing the present 
and strengthening bonds for the fu-
ture. 
 

Looking Ahead: Las Ve-
gas 2026 
Plans are already underway for the 

next reunion in Las Vegas in 2026. We invite you 
to join usðwhether you are a pilot, flight mechan-
ic, Air America employee, family member, or simp-
ly someone who wants to hear the stories. Even if 
you never served or lived in Southeast Asia, youôll 
quickly feel like family. These reunions are about 
honoring the men and women of Air America, 
keeping their legacy alive, and ensuring their sto-
ries are carried forward. 
 
Come, listen, share, and be part of something truly 
special. 
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 AIR AMERICA ASSOCIATION, INC. 

 

Officers 
 

President: Michael Hunter 
Term Exps. June 2028 
Email: Michaelhunter57@gmail.com             
Phone: 281-686-2742 
 
Vice President/Nomination/Election 
Committee: Burt ñ Boò Brigida 
Term:  Exps. June 2026 
Email: Burt.Brigida@calbt.com 
Phone: 619-808-2175 
 
General Secretary 
Board Member: Kay Merkel Boruff 
Term: Permanent 
Email: kmerkelboruff@gmail.com  
Phone: 214-725-6901 
 
Reunion Coordinator 
Board Member/Treasurer: Kathy Bruner 
Air America Association  
PO Box 4894 
Lago Vista, TX  78645-4894 
Phone: 512-689-8624 
Email: Kathy.Bruner@air-america.org 
 
Board Member: Ben Densley 
Term Exps. June 2027  
Email: RDensley@cfl.rr.com 
Phone:  321-506-1456 
 
Board Member: Maureen Ebersole 
Term Exps. June 2028 
Email: Maureen@commeilfaut.com 
Phone: 415-641-1481 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
Membership Secretary/Nomiation/Election 
Committee::  Lesa Densley 
343 N. Tropical Tr. #106A 
Merritt Island, FL  32953 
Phone: 321-720-6067 
Email: ldensley@hotmail.com 
 
LOG Editor : Sofia Brigida 
Email : sofiabrigida21@gmail.com 
Phone : 619-818-5048 
 
Web Editor: Brian McCable 
Email: brian.mccabe@outlook.com 
 
 

Committee Chairpersons  
 
History/Virtual Museum: Allen Cates 
Email:  Allen.Setac@gmail.com 
Phone:  337-278-2325 
 
Archives: Jesse Walton 
Email: jwalton00@comcast.net 
Phone: 239-642-5324 
 
Official Photographer: Tony Coalson 
E-mail: tmc727@yahoo.com 
Phone: 256-236-3082 
 
Stock Room Sales: AA Country Store 
http://store.air-america.org/ 
Bob & Meri Noble 
Email:  noble2505@comcast.net 
Phone:  253-514-8879 
  
Trademark: Terry Bruner 
Email: tbruner@swcwc.com  
Phone: 281-435-2558 
  
Social Media:  
Email:  
Phone:  

Air America LOG is published quarterly by the 
Air America Association, Inc. 

Air America Association, Inc. is incorporated in Texas as a non-profit organization. 

Classes of Members and Eligibility:  The Association 

shall have two (2) classes of members.  The classes are 

regular and associate.  The designation of each class, 

eligibility and rights of members of each class shall be as 

follows: REGULAR Membership is open to all former 

employees of Civil Air Transport, Air America, Air Asia, 

which are entities of the Pacific Corporation, and South-

ern Air Transport Pacific Division, including their spouse, 

former spouse, widows, children and grandchildren. AS-

SOCIATE membership is open to the employee's other 

family members.  Also, all persons in other organiza-

tions, civilian or military who supported or backed any 

Pacific Corporation entity in Asia during the years 1950 

to 1975.  A regular member must sponsor associate 

members  who will vouch for their associate status. Ac-

ceptance for Regular and provide proof of support or 

backing.  Membership acceptance for regular and asso-

ciate membership requires approval by the Board of Di-

rectors.  

mailto:ldensley@hotmail.com
http://store.air-america.org/
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If you as an employee, spouse, or dependent of an 
Air America employee or were in Southeast Asia 
with your family and you are interested in doing an 
oral history interview and want to contact Kelly at 
TTU.  His contact information is: 
 

Kelly Crager, PhD 
Head, Oral History Project 
Vietnam Center & Archive 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, TX  79409 
806-834-4834 

Kelly.Crager@ttu.ed 

The following is an online exhibition of ma-
terials that represent the proud history of 
Air America during the Vietnam War.  

(Copyright The Air America Association. "Fair use" criteria of 
Section 107 of the Copyright Act of 1976 must be followed. 
These materials are not to be used for resale or commercial 
purposes without written authorization from the Air America 
Association and/or the owners of these materials. Appropriate 
attributions for exhibit materials are provided.)  

 

 

Why Create a Virtual Museum for Air 
America 

by Allen Cates 

The Air America Association established a 
legacy by encouraging members to donate 
their documents to the newly decorated 
History of Aviation Archive inside the Eu-
gene McDermott Library at the University 
of Texas at Dallas in Dallas, Texas and 
the Vietnam Center & Sam Johnson Vi-
etnam Archive at Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock, Texas.  

The archives are not museums, although 
both have a few items and the HAC collec-
tions entrance contains several paintings 
and a few artifacts that are worth seeing.  

The Association members have longed for 
a museum that accurately describes the 
history of Air America with physical ob-
jects. Suggestions to join the Museum of 
Flight in Dallas, The Experimental Aircraft 
Association and the Air Force Museum in 
Dayton, Ohio have merit, but Air America 
is minuscule in the sea of other exhibits, 
and we lose identity. A brick-and-mortar 
facility exclusive to Air America is out of 
the question for a variety of reasons. We 
don't have any aircraft to display, and the 
cost for such a museum along with liability 
insurance and maintenance is cost prohib-
itive.  

However, virtual museums are popular, 

and there are several. The Naval Aviation 

Museum, Air Force Flight Test Museum-
Blackbird Airpark, San Diego Air & Space 
Museum, Gillespie Field Annex-SDASM, 
and the Lauridsen Aviation Museum are 
good examples.  

Virtual museums can't replace looking at 
the real thing, but where brick and mortar 
museums attract thousands, a virtual mu-
seum can attract millions from your home 
computer. 

That doesn't mean they are easy to imple-
ment because it takes expertise and long 
hours. The Association approached Steve 
Maxner with TTU and asked him if he 
could do it for us. It is a work in progress, 
but right now today the Association has a 
virtual museum on our website and its very 
attractive. 

The Association invites everybody to look 
at it, make suggestions, and add appropri-
ate pictures to improve what we have so 
far. It will take time, but eventually, we will 
have a virtual museum that belongs to the 
members that all of us can be proud to 
show anybody. 

The Air America Association Virtual Museum  
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OPEN BOARD POSITIONS 

Nominations are open for Vice 
President and one director.  
Please notify Lesa Densley by 
phone at 321-720-6067 or 
email her at 
ldensley@hotmail.com.  Nomi-

nations close February 1, 2026. 

2026 Air America Reunion 
Las Vegas, NV 

 
May 27 -  31, 2026 

 
 

South Point Hotel Casino 
9777 S. Las Vegas Blvd. 
Las Vegas, NV 89183 
 
Group Code : AIR0527 
 
866-791-7626 (toll free) 
702-797-8901 - Direct Line 
 
 
Weblink :  

 
https://be.synxis.com/?
adult=1&arrive=2026-05-
24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=U
SD&depart=2026-05-
25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&leve
l=hotel&locale=en-
US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1
&src%20=air0527 

 
 
Room Rate $75 midweek & $165 weekend 
 
Rates listed on weblink include daily resort 
fee and excludes taxes 
 
A trip to the West Rim of the Grand Canyon 
is planned for Thursday, May 28, 2026.  More 
information in the next LOG. 
 
There are a limited number of rooms at this 
rate.  Make your reservations early. 

Please make sure we have your 
current address and email.  You 
can email or call Lesa Densley with 
the new information.  Lesa can be 
contacted at 
Ldensley@hotmail.com or 321-720-
6067 

Thinking of going to Southeast Asia?  

 There is still time to join the group that is 
going February 17 ï 28, 2026.  This trip in-
cludes special in-country, up-country tours to 
Bangkok, Udon Thani, Vientiane, Vang 
Vieng, Luang Prabang and Saigon. If you are 
interested in joining us, contact Lloyd Cole-
man (skyguyonetravels@gmail.com) or 
Kathy Bruner (kbruner60@gmail.com).  Fi-
nal payments are due December 13, 2026. 
The complete itinerary can be found at 
https://www.air-america.org/current-
news.html.   

https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
https://be.synxis.com/?adult=1&arrive=2026-05-24&chain=6903&child=0&currency=USD&depart=2026-05-25&group=air0527&hotel=11548&level=hotel&locale=en-US&productcurrency=USD&rooms=1&src%20=air0527
mailto:skyguyonetravels@gmail.com
mailto:kbruner60@gmail.com
https://www.air-america.org/current-news.html
https://www.air-america.org/current-news.html


5 

 

2025 Air America Reunion 
Minneapolis, MN 

Michael & Sharon Hunter, Terry Anderson 

Carolyn Bevans-Dowling & Maureen Bevans-Ebersole 

Burt (Bo) Brigida, George Ritter, Michael Hunter & 
Phillipe Ritter 
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2025 Air America Reunion 
Minneapolis, MN 

Celebrating 50 years since the resettlement in America 
Hmong SGU Remembrance Day 

May 14, 2025 
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