THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 5, 1987

It gives me great pleasure to greet everyone gathered

for the Air America Club's 1987 reunion, and to dedicate

a memorial for the pilots and associates of Air America who
died in the line of duty in Asia during 1947-1975,

Each of you has gone his separate way in the world,

but -- as this reunion shows once again -- the unique
service you shared in defense of freedom forged a bond

of brotherhood that time and distance cannot break.
Unsung and unrecognized, each of you confronted danger
and endured terrible hardships, and each of you rose to
the challenge; you never faltered. Although free people
everywhere owe you more than we can hope to repay, our
greatest debt is to your companions who gave their last
full measure of devotion. Just as their names are insecribed
on this memorial, so their memories are inscribed in our
hearts., We will never forget them or their families, some of
whom still seek answers.

I send a special salute to all those members of Air America
present, and reaffirm my Administration's pledge to obtain
the fullest possible accounting on the fate of our missing

in action. You have my best wishes. God bless you, and

God bless America,




