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 Professor Emerita, Chinese Literature, Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, 
University of Florida; Daughter of General Claire L. Chennault: Commander of the “Flying Tigers” 

and founder of Civil Air Transport (CAT) 

MAT, Humanities, Hermaneutics, University of Texas, Dallas; 
MA, English, Education, Texas Christian University 

Widow of Air America Captain Jon Christian Merkel, KIA February 1970 

 MSFS, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service; BA, Political Science & Chinese, UC Santa Barbara 
Daughter of Henry P. Bevans, Vice President, Secretary/Legal Counsel of the Air America corporate 

complex (the Pacific Corporation, CAT, Air America, Air Asia) 1964 -1976 

Aeronautical Engineering, Penn State University to U.S. Army Helicopter School 
Helicopter Rescue of Senator Charles Percy (R-IL) and his wife Loraine Percy, Dak Son, Vietnam, 1967 

Evacuation of Saigon April 29, 1975 

JD, Georgetown University School of Law; 
Navy Flight School, Pensacola, Florida; BA, English, Creighton University 

 JD, UC Berkeley; BA, Politics & East Asian Studies, UC Santa Cruz 
Daughter of Henry P. Bevans, Vice President/Secretary/Legal Counsel of the Air America corporate 

complex (the Pacific Corporation, CAT, Air America, Air Asia) 1964 -1976 





















“In the case of Air America, Inc, 
it would have been virtually 
impossible to preserve the cover 
story had all corporate 
employees been advised they 
were really employees of the 
United States Government.”

James M. Harris 
Former CIA Assistant General 

Counsel

Air America Association  www.Air-America.org

“We overdid it some ways… I 
think in some of our dealings 
with other [US Government] 
agencies, we overdid the secrecy 
bit. We should have been 
forthcoming...”

John Warner 
Former CIA General Counsel




